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US authorities are worried that the amount of Colombian cocaine passing through Cuba is on the
increase. The recent seizure of a large drug shipment from Colombia bound for Cuba has renewed
charges that the Cuban government is directly involved in drug trafficking and money laundering.
In France, a judge is reviewing allegations that President Fidel Castro is an international drug
trafficker.
On Dec. 5, 1998, Colombian police confiscated seven tons of cocaine at three Colombian ports. Police
said the drugs, found in containers for shipping industrial resins, were to be transhipped through
Cuba to Europe. In a speech to police officers in Havana, Castro said he believed two Spanish
businessmen, owners of a plastics firm in Cuba, were responsible for the shipment. He said Jose
Llorca Rollo and Jose Herrera used their plastics-manufacturing company Artesania Caribena
Poliplast to import cocaine in the type of containers seized by Colombian police. During the summer
of 1998, the two men shipped 14 such containers from Colombia to Cuba via Jamaica and then to
Spain, Castro said.
In the same speech, Castro admitted drugs were becoming a problem in Cuba and called for the
death penalty in serious cases of drug trafficking. But he defended Cuban efforts to stop drug use
and drug sales. He quoted an Interior Ministry report that said drug arrests in 1998 were almost
twice those of the previous year. But increased arrests reflect the growing drug problem. "For
possession and trafficking, 1,216 people were arrested, which indicates the rise in this criminal
activity," said the report. In recent months, drug-related arrests at the Jose Marti International
Airport have risen. In one week last November, police arrested 18 foreigners at the airport and
confiscated a record 100 kg of drugs.
Both Cuban and US officials blame much of the increased drug flow on the economic opening,
the creation of the parallel dollar economy, and the rise of tourism. Never at ease with Cuba's
new private sector, Castro said the free passage of merchandise and the growth of mixed-capital
enterprises made it possible for traffickers to operate in Cuba and to engage in money laundering.

White House puts Cuba on list of drug-transfer countries
On Dec. 4, US President Bill Clinton said that he was placing Cuba on a list of countries "of concern"
in US counternarcotics efforts. In a letter to Congress, the White House said that, because of the
increase in cocaine passing through Cuba, the administration was likely to place it on the list
of major illicit drug-producing or drug-transit countries. The increase in drug traffic "makes it
important for Cuba to take effective measures to stem the flow and to cooperate with others in doing
so," said the letter.
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Cuba rejected the inference that it should be blacklisted and suggested that Cuba and the US
increase their cooperation on drug-interdiction efforts. Foreign Ministry spokesman Alejandro
Gonzalez denied the government played any role in the drug trade and termed any move
to blacklist Cuba "a calumny" against the clean record of Cuban authorities in fighting drug
trafficking. He said Cuba had cooperated with the US on drug matters several times in the past,
had signed anti-narcotics accords with 30 countries, and had put dozens of drug carriers in prison.
In 1998, the Drug Enforcement Administration (DEA) acknowledged in testimony before Congress
that, at the request of the agency, the Cuban government had detained and turned over to the US
Coast Guard the freighter Limerick carrying 6.5 metric tons of cocaine.
Still, relations with Cuba on drug issues are complicated. The US government is reluctant to
acknowledge that it works directly with Cuba because of the political damage the administration
might suffer from the Cuban exile community. In 1997, the Clinton administration came under
fire from some anti-Castro leaders when Cuban officials were invited to testify for the prosecution
against two Colombian traffickers in a Miami court (see NotiCen, 04/16/98).
On other occasions, the administration has cited examples of Cuban-US cooperation on drug
interdiction to defend itself against charges that Cuba is engaged in drug trafficking while the
administration looks the other way. Fernando de Cossio, an official of the Cuban Foreign Ministry,
complained that the US is unwilling to develop a formal cooperation agreement on drugs. Despite
Clinton's advice to Congress that Cuba increase its cooperation with other countries on the drug
issue, the US has signed no anti-narcotics agreement with Cuba. Anti-Castro forces in the US reject
Cuban claims that it is fighting a drug war and have pointed to the December drug bust in Colombia
as evidence that Castro is running a "narco- government" and that Washington does not care.
Citing DEA sources, the Washington Times said the State Department had asked Colombian
police chief Gen. Rosso Jose Serrano to suppress news of the drug seizure. This was done to avoid
implicating Cuba and interfering with the easing of US policy restrictions on Cuba announced by
Clinton Jan. 5 (see NotiCen, 01/07/99).
Rep. Dan Burton (R-IN) wrote Secretary of State Madeleine Albright that sources in the US Embassy
in Bogota confirmed the request was made. He said the State Department failed to react when the
Colombian police announced the seizure to prevent accusations against Cuba that might affect
Clinton's policy changes, which Burton said are aimed at strengthening Castro. "State did not want
the air of coddling a ruthless dictator to be muddied by allegations of drug trafficking," said Burton's
letter.
In a press release, Burton said Castro was directly involved in the drug trade. "I believe this is where
Castro, desperately clinging to his dictatorship, has turned to finance his communist regime," said
Burton. Burton threatened to hold a congressional investigation if the State Department did not
investigate on its own. State Department spokesman James Rubin said Burton's claim "is simply not
true." US takes guarded position on accusations against Cuba An antecedent to the Burton charges
was a report in The Miami Herald linking Castro to a 1996 cocaine shipment. The Herald report said
Castro was photographed in the company of the drug traffickers who made the shipment.
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The US government did not respond to the allegations or seek a grand-jury indictment against
Castro. This is in contrast to US allegations in the 1980s during its war against the Central American
left that Castro trafficked in drugs to finance guerilla operations in Central America and Africa. In
recent years, US authorities have been careful not to directly accuse the Cuban government of drug
trafficking.
Drug czar Barry McCaffrey said last October he believed as much as four tons of cocaine passed
through Cuba on the way to the US, but he did not suggest the Cuban government was involved.
Nor have US military authorities tried to portray Cuba as an important narcotics center. The US
Southern Command (SOUTHCOM) press office told the Miami newspaper El Nuevo Herald that
drug-trafficking in Cuba was no worse that in other Caribbean countries. A DEA report to Congress
last year placed much more emphasis on the traffic through the Dominican Republic and Haiti than
through Cuba.
McCaffrey and other officials say much of the Colombian cocaine passing through Cuba is
airdropped into the sea off the Cuban coast where boats pick it up and run it to the US. Cuban
officials say they have few resources to stop the practice. "We have very old vessels, some dating
practically to World War II," said Justice Ministry official Jose Luis Galvan. "Because of that, we
can't always catch the traffickers." Because of US Cuban-policy constraints, Cuba does not receive
anti-narcotics assistance as do Peru, Colombia, Mexico, and other countries that form the drug
pipeline to the US market.

Exiles bring suit in France against Castro
In a related matter, a French judge is reviewing civil complaints against Castro, one of which alleges
drug trafficking. The suits, brought in the wake of the Spanish criminal case against former Chilean
dictator Gen. Augusto Pinochet (see NotiSur, 10/23/98), were first filed in a Paris court in January.
Two suits allege crimes against humanity.
The third suit alleges that Castro engages in international drug trafficking, kidnapping, and murder.
It was brought by Ileana de la Guardia, daughter of Col. Antonio de la Guardia, who was executed
by the Cuban government in 1989, along with three other high-ranking Cuban officials, for drug
trafficking and related charges.
A lawyer representing de la Guardia said Castro was behind the drug trafficking and used the
drug money to combat the US embargo and to finance Cuban military expeditions in Angola
and Ethiopia. Former Cuban intelligence officer Juan Antonio Rodriguez Menier supported de
la Guardia's claims. He told a Paris newspaper he could furnish proof that Castro protected drug
traffickers in exchange for financial assistance to the Central American guerrilla forces in the 1980s.
He also said Castro had aided terrorist Ilich "Carlos the Jackal" Ramirez Sanchez. Ramirez Sanchez,
serving a life sentence in France, told the newspaper Le Monde he never received aid from Castro.
On Feb. 10, prosecutors threw out all three complaints on procedural and jurisdictional grounds.
Declining to consider the drug-trafficking case on its merits, the prosecutors said de la Guardia was
unable to show she had been hurt by drug trafficking and therefore had no grounds for seeking
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civil redress. Nevertheless, under French law, a judge will review the cases, though legal experts in
France said they doubt the judge will order the cases to trial.
The US position on the allegations by de la Guardia and Rodriguez was delivered by McCaffrey,
who said Feb. 11 the government had no evidence that Cuba was involved in drug trafficking or
that Cuba was a drug threat to the US. [Sources: Drug Enforcement Administration Congressional
Testimony, 03/17/98; The Dallas Morning News, 06/15/98; Inter Press Service, 10/02/98; El Nuevo
Herald (Miami), 10/16/98; White House publications, 12/07/98; Xinhua, 12/05/98; Notimex, 01/12/99;
House Committee on Government Reform and Oversight news release, 01/14/99; The Washington
Times, 01/21/99; The Miami Herald, 01/29/99; Agence France-Presse, 12/11/98, 01/06/99, 01/07/99,
01/08/99, 01/14/99, 01/30/99; Spanish News Service EFE, 07/23/98, 02/05/98; Reuters, 02/10/99;
Associated Press, 12/05/98, 02/10/99, 02/11/99; Notimex, 02/11/99]
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